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Cabinetry Standards I Regard as Minimum
(Cabinetry 101)

1. Catalyzed conversion varnish finish inside and out (the reason to buy manufactured cabinets).
2. Butt doors on all two door cabinets up to at least 36" wide (budget cabinets use a center divider, called a
center stile, as part of the cabinet structure and to hold up skimpy shelves).
3. 3/4" shelves in 65 1b. particleboard or plywood with a vinyl or wood veneer (such particleboard is actually
less likely to warp than plywood, though plywood is an acceptable alternative).
Or, when buying a frameless cabinet product:
Minimum 3/4" melamine covered 65 Ib. Particleboard construction on all horizontal members, and 5/8"
(3/4" is better but heavier for installers) on all vertical members.
4. Adjustable shelves at minimum every 1 1/2" in all wall and base cabinets.
4a. Optional or standard full depth shelves in base cabinets.
4b. Optional rollout shelves with same spec as drawers.
5. Minimum 5/8" thick solid wood drawers with dadoed or dovetail construction and a captive bottom.
Or, metal or wood drawers as above on a frameless product.
Measure the interior size of drawers; substandard ones skimp on the depth and front to rear dimension.
6. Minimum 100 lb. capacity side or bottom-mount drawer slides, 2 each drawer.
6a. Full-extension slides available as an option (not necessary except with special accessories).
7. Solid hardwood or semi-hardwood drawers finished with a catalyzed conversion varnish on all surfaces.
8. Cabinet interiors finished on all surfaces with a catalyzed conversion varnish or heavy vinyl wrap for a wipe
clean interior (no shelf paper needed on either).
9. Customization available as needed: angled cabinets, custom width, height and depth, extended stiles (like an
attached filler) at minimum.
10. Lifetime warranty on all hinges, drawer slides, and other mechanical components.
11. A manufacturer that will be around to honor its warranty (this is hard for you to discern).

I would not buy a cabinet that did not meet or exceed all of the above standards for my permanent home.
There are a number of companies that make cabinets that meet or exceed these standards. None of them are in

California; all are in the Midwest and East.

The three companies that I regularly recommend as good values are Crystal Cabinet Works www.ccworks.com
and Wood-mode, www.wood-mode.com, Woodharbor, www.woodharbor.com.
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There are two dealers, in our area, who give my clients exceptional discounts because I have written the order
using the manufacturers catalog. Obviously you have to pay me for that, but there is still substantial savings,
and continuity, which is an advantage. You can do it that way or simply take them copies of the plans you
already have and they will price it out and give you their regular discount. They are both reputable dealers. I tell
my clients to be as trouble-free as possible to earn their best discounts (being trouble-free means not using too
much of the dealer’s time).

Floorcraft of Burlingame & San Francisco: Linda Clark (650) 344-1304 Crystal & Woodharbor
Gilman Screens & Kitchens, Foster City: Joanne Stage (650) 286-0433

or Burlingame: Kathy Smith (650) 340-2890 Woodmode

PLEASE call for an appointment with the designer listed above. Others in the firm may not be as good.

Other ways to save:

1. Choose oak or hickory instead of maple or cherry.

2. Choose a simple door and drawerfront style. Elaborate=Expensive.

3. Choose a standard stain. Paints, glazes, antiquing and distressing cost more.

4. Opt for fewer cabinets in larger sizes in your design. More Cabinets=Higher Cost.

5. Spend your money on rollout shelves and a few other accessories, not rosettes and fluted columns.

6. Go with standard overlay doors and hinges rather than full-overlay in face frame type cabinets.

(Note: Full-overlay doors only open to 110 degrees. This is often a surprise to people accustomed to their
cabinet doors swinging all the way open. The hinges also break more often, so order extras).

For the real budget project, the stock line I recommend is Diamond, which is a broad well-made west-coast line.
Floorcraft of Burlingame & San Francisco carries Diamond. Linda Clark (650) 344-1304

To compare costs between cabinet styles and lines: Print out the form below and have the dealer price, in the
style and wood and finish you like, a W3642, a B36 with two rollout shelves, and a 3D18 with a cutlery divider.
Be sure they include tax and freight, delivered to your home. Individual cabinet prices are not so important as
your net costs, so if the dealer resists, go for just the starred items.

Subtract the Job Site Delivery and divide the result by three.

Count the individual cabinets in your floorplan (In my plans, the dashed lines under the counter indicate a break
between cabinets), or elevations when you have them. A typical kitchen in our area has 15 cabinets, so you can
use that figure temporarily until you have a solid one.

Count each tall (pantry, oven, etc.) cabinet as two cabinets (because they cost that much).

Multiply the number of cabinets by the result above.

Add back the Job Site Delivery charge.

This will give you a ROUGH idea what your cabinets might cost using this line, AND how these cabinets
compare in cost and value with the others you like.

You will also be getting a “apples to apples” comparison because the dealer is not selecting the cabinets to
price. So each comparison is exactly the same.

Remember to discuss with me any cabinet lines you fall in love with that are not listed above.

There are some cabinetry lines that look and price well, however the companies do not come through with the
product as promised. You want to avoid them at all costs.
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GENERIC CABINET OUOTATION FORM

Job Name Quote Date Page: 1 of 1
DEALER:
MANUFACTURER/LINE:
WOOD/MATERIAL: % UPCHARGE
FINISH: % UPCHARGE
DOOR STYLE: DRW STYLE:
HINGE %UPCHARGE DRWBOX % UPCHARGE
OTHER % UPCHARGE OTHER %UPCHARGE
Plan Qty Catalog Code Hinge Additional Information Door | Drwr Price
No. Count | Count
1 1 | W3642 B | Wall Cabinet 2 0
Flush Fin End Right
2 1 | B36 B | Base Cabinet 2 2
2 | Rollout Shelves
3 1 |3DI18 Three Drawer Cabinet 0 3
1 | Cutlery Divider Wood
SubTotal
Dealer note: Styling Charges
Starred items MUST be Wood Charges
included in quote, others Finish Charges
are optional. This is an Other Charges
apples to apples quote LIST
to help the client *NET
compare from brand to *TAX
brand and doorstyle to *FREIGHT
doorstyle. *JOB SITE DELIVERY
TOTAL
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